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AHHOTaIUA KiroueBbie cioBa

Paccmompenvt nousimue u cywpocmyv anvmepuamus- CneyuanvHoie 3HAHUS, CyOeOHAS
HbIX NOMOKO6 0aHHbIX. Boidenenvl npusnaxu, denawnujue  dxkcnepmusa, KomMnvlomepHvle
anvmepHamMueHvie NOMOKU YOOOHDIM UHCMPYMEHMOM — mexHono2uu, (Paiinosas cucmema,
075l 37I0YMBIUNCHHUKOB. YCMAHOBIEHO, MO anbmep- — anpmepHAMUBHblE NOMOKU OaH-
HAMUBHbIE NOMOKU OAHHBIX MOZym 6bimb UCNONL308A-  HbIX, CKPbIMAS UHPOPMAUUS, KPU-
Hbl a}'lﬂ coprtmuﬂ 0aHHbIX KAK CAMUM noiv308ammesiem, MUHATUCMUYECKU 3HAYUMAas UH-
Max u 075 xXpaneHus HeCaHKUUOHUPOBAHHOL NONLIO-  Bopmauus, KOMRLIOMEPHO-MEXHIU-
samenem unpopmayuu. Paccmompenvl KoHKkpemuvle  ueckas sxcnepmusa

npumepvl KPUMUHATTUCTIUYECKY 3HAYUMOU UHPOpMA-

YU, KOMOPAst MONEM CO0ePHAMbCs 8 AnbMePHAMUS-

Hoix nomoxax OanHvix. COenan 6vi600 0 Mom, 4mo

anvmepHAMUBHbIE NOMOKU MO2ym umemv 60/vuioe

3HaueHue 07151 PACKPLIMUS, PACCne008aHus u npedynpe-

HOEHUST Npecmynnenuil, 8 Ces3U ¢ 4HeM Uum cnedyem

yoensamv ocoboe sHumanue 6 xode nposedeHuss Komno- IlocTymmna B pemakuuio 29.06.2023
10mMepHO-MexXHUUecKo Ll IKCnepmusol. © MI'TY um. H.9. Baymana, 2023

Ilenplo faHHOU pabOTBl SB/IAETCS M3YYeHUe KPUMMHAIMCTUYECKM 3HAYMMON UH-
dopmaruy, KOTopas MOXeT COAEpPXKAaTbCs B AIbTEPHATMBHBIX IOTOKAX JaHHBIX. [l
peaM3aluy YKa3aHHON ey ObUIV IOCTaB/IeHBbI C/IEAYIOIIe 3aJad:

- M3YYUTb CTPYKTYPY ¥ ocobeHHOoCTH (aitnosoit cuctembl NTES;

— PaccMOTpeTb IOHATHE M CYLHOCTD a/IbTePHATVBHBIX IIOTOKOB JaHHbIX;

— M3Y4YMUTb BUAIBI MHPOPMAILINH, KOTOPast MOXKET COAEPXKAThCA B a/IbTePHATUBHBIX
IIOTOKAaX JJAHHBIX M IaTh OL[EHKY ee BaKHOCTY /I HYXJ| PaCKPBITHs, pacCIeOBaHMs
VI IPefOTBPAleHVs IPeCTYIUICHMIL.

daitnoBas cucreMa — 9TO MpOrpaMMa, obecriedrBaromias JTorndeckoe paMelne-
HIe U XpaHEeHNUe JAaHHBIX U KOMaHJ| Ha MAIIVHHBIX HOCUTENIAX MHGOPMALUM B BUJie
JIOTMYEeCKMX IMCKOB, Marnok (karanoros) u ¢aiios [1, c. 101] Ha ceropusiunmit feHnb
6ONbIasA 4acTb 3MEeKTPOHHBIX HOCUTeNeil MHPOPMAIIUY, MCTIONb3YeMbIX B KadecTBe
BHYTPEHHeJ IaMATU B II€PCOHATIbHBIX KOMIIBIOTEPAX ¥ HOYTOYKaX, MMeeT (ailIoByIo
cucremy NTES.

B ¢aiinosoit cucteme NTFS kaxpplit u3 ¢aiioB GpakTdecKy IpeAcTaBIAeT co-
601 HaOOp MOTOKOB, XpaHALMX JaHHble. OOBIYHO BCe JAHHBIE HAXOMATCS B OCHOB-
HOM IIOTOKe, offHaKo crienm¢uka ¢aitnosoit cucrembl NTFS TakoBa, 4To mosBosser

[TonnrexHmyecKmii MOONEXHbIN XXypHasL. 2023. Ne 07 1



B.A. IIncanosa

R00aB/IATD K (paiiyly M ZOIOTHUTEIbHBIE TIOTOKM, IOTyYMBIIIe Ha3BaHIe «a/bTepHa-
TUBHBbIE IIOTOKM JAaHHBIX» (OpuUruMHanbHOe HasBaHue Alternate Data Streams, mmm
ADS). Iloppep>kka ambTepHATUBHBIX IIOTOKOB MOSABMIACH JOCTATOYHO aBHO ¥ ObLIa
peammsoBana B NTFS mia coBMmectumoctu ¢ apyrumu ¢aitloBbIMU CHUCTEMaMI,
HanpuMmep, HFS, xpannBiuas nansble o ¢aiiie B ClelagIbHOM IOTOKe [2].

IToroxu pnanHbIXx B (aiioBoii cucreme NTEFS aBnfoTCS HONOTHUTETBHBIMU
cBoiicramu arpubyra $DATA. Tlo ymom4aHuio cymecTByeT eVIHCTBEHHBIN HeuMe-
HoBaHHBIN TOTOK $DATA:. OgHako npyu HeOOXOAMMOCTI MOTYT OBITH CO3[JAHBI U JIO-
IIO/THUTE/IbHbIe TIOMMEHOBAHHbBIE NTOTOKM, KOTOpble OyayT umersb Bun Hassanuello-
moxal:$DATA v ABNATHCS aNbTePHATUBHBIMY [3].

Takum o6pasom, y kaxporo darina mmm karanora B NTFS MoxeT 6bITh HECKOb-
KO TIOTOKOB JaHHBIX, COfIep>KMIMOe KOTOPBIX HMKAK He CBA3aHO MeXHy coboir. [laxe
pasMep aJIbTePHATVBHOIO IIOTOKA MOXXeT IIPeBbIIIATh pa3Mep ocHOBHOro. Elle ofHOII
Ba)KHOII 0OCOOEHHOCTBIO aTbTePHATVBHOIO IOTOKA AB/IAETCA TO, YTO PasMep IIOMe-
IIeHHBIX B a/IbTePHATVBHBIII IIOTOK JAHHBIX He yBe/IMYMBaeT BUAVMBII 00beM (aiina,
OfHaKO 00beM MecTa, 3aHMMaeMoro (aiyioM Ha JMCKe, YBEeIMYMBAETCA C y4eTOM
pasMepa anbTepHATUBHBIX IIOTOKOB.

ITo ymomyaHMIo Bce 3amychiBaeMble B (ail/l JaHHbBIE MTONA/JAI0T B OCHOBHOII IO-
TOK. VIMEHHO €ro BUAUT MO/Ib30BaTe/Ib, OTKpbIBasi (ail/l CTaHAAPTHBIMU CPEACTBAMIA,
B TO BpeMsI KaK COfiep>KMMoe ¥ lake caM (aKkT Ha/lIu4uus aJbTePHATUBHBIX IOTOKOB
CKPBITBI OT 6O/IBIINMHCTBA IPWIOXKEHNUTT, IpeJHa3HAYeHHbIX I/IA yIpaBieHys ¢arina-
mu. JI7A IOMCKAa M YTEHUA JAHHBIX, COIEpXKALNXCA B a/JbTePHATMBHBIX IIOTOKAX,
MOXXHO VICIIO/Ib30BaTh CIEIMaIbHOe IPOrpaMMHOe obecliedeHue WM CTaHJapTHBIE
BO3MO>XHOCTH, IIPENOCTaB/IA€Mble OIlEPAlMIOHHON CUCTEMOI [4, c. 423].

AJbTepHaTUBHbBIE IIOTOKM COXPAHANTCA INPU KONMPOBAaHUM U IepeMelleHUN
¢aitna Ha Apyroit HAKONNTE/b, HO JIMIIb B TOM C/Iydae, eC/Ii OH TakoKe uMeeT ¢aitno-
By1o cucremy NTEFS.

B aypTepHAaTHMBHBIX IOTOKAX MOXKET COfiepKaTbCsl MHPOpMans T000Tr0 TUIIA, B
TOM YMCJIe TEKCT, BUJIE0, ayA10, TpadudecKiie N300paXeHNst U UCIIOIHseMble (aiibl,
npudeM paboTa ¢ Hell BO3MOXKHA HAIPAMYIO, 6e3 IpefiBapUTe/IbHOTO U3BJIEYEHNUA U3
JIbTepPHATUBHOTO ITOTOKA.

Takum 06pa3oM, MOXXHO BBIJIE/INTh HECKO/IBKO BaYKHBIX IPU3HAKOB aJbTepHA-
TUBHBIX IOTOKOB:

— CKPBITOCTb — J/Is1 OOHApY>KeHNs albTePHATUBHOTO ITOTOKA HEOOXOAUMO BOC-
I10JIb30BATbCs CHELMANN3MPOBAHHBIMU YTWINTAMU WIN CIEeLMaNTbHbBIMY KOMaHJaMU
BCTPOEHHbIX YTUJINT;

— OTCYTCTBUE OTPaHMYEHUI Ha TUII ¥ pa3Mep XpaHuMoi nHpopmaruu [5].

YkasaHHbIe BbIllle NPU3HAKM J€MAI0T a/lbTepPHATUBHbIE NOTOKM YAOOHBIM VH-
CTPYMEHTOM [ COKPBbITMSA [aHHbBIX, BPeJOHOCHBIX IpOrpaMM U HENCTBUII 3710-
YMBIIIJICHHVKOB, a TaKXKe 00'beKTOM MHTepeca KOMIIBIOTePHO-TEXHNYECKOTO KCIIep-
Ta — JIMILA, 06/Iaflal0Iero CHelMaTbHBIMY 3HAaHNWAMY, KOTOPOMY B YCTaHOBJIEHHOM
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3aKOHOM IOpsJKe IOPYYEeHO NpOBefieHNe 9KCIIePTU3DL U MIPOLecCyanbHOI QUrypsl,
Jell CTaTyC perylaMeHTUPOBAH 3aKOHOM [6].

daxTryeckn PyHKIVS aMbTepPHATUBHBIX IOTOKOB TaKOBa, YTO IO3BOJISET IIOJIb-
30BaTe/II0 CKPHITh 3HAUNTENbHOE KOIMYECTBO NAHHBIX, @ TAK)Ke XPaHUTH B (ailIoBOI1
CUCTeMe HeCaHKI[MOHVPOBaHHYIO [10/Ib30BaTeleM nHpopManuio. ITo cBoeit cyTu ajb-
TepHATMBHBIE TIOTOKY SBJIAIOTCS JIETUTUMHON QyHKuMelt daiioBoit cucrembl NTES,
OffHaKo crienuduka ux QyHKUMOHMPOBAHNS TAKOBA, YTO OHU IIPEICTABILAIOT OO0
yIOOHYI0 HMILY [/Is1 IeVICTBMII 3/I0YMBIIIIEHHUKOB. Bce 9T0 fienaeT ambTepHaTUBHbIE
HOTOKM JAHHBIX BaXHBIM MCTOYHMKOM KPMMUHAIUCTUYECKM 3HAYMMON MHPOpMa-
LMY, KOTOPBIl JO/DKEH ObITh COOTBETCTBYIOIVM 00OpasoM MCCIeOBaH 9KCIEPTOM
TPV IIPOBEIEHMY KOMIIBIOTEPHO-TeXHIYECKOTT 9KCIIePTU3BL.

Kak yxe ymoMmHanoch paHee, B abTepPHATHBHBIX II0TaX MOXXET COJEP>KaThC
nHpOopMasA abCOMIOTHO M0O0T0 THIIA, IPUYEM OHa MOXKET CO3/JaBaThCsl Kak CaMMUM
II0/Ib30BATe/IeM, TaK U Pas/IMYHbIMY IIPOrPaMMaMIIL.

Yro KacaeTcsl CAHKIMOHVMPOBAHHBIX JJAHHBIX, TO a/IbTE€PHATUBHBIE IOTOKU MOTYT
OBITb VCIIO/NB30BAHBl I XpaHEHMs HEKOTOPOIl COIYTCTBYIOIIeil MH(OpMALUN
0 daite. ITO MOTYT OBITH K/TIOYEBbIE CI0BA, KpaTKas MHPopMalys o ¢aitsie, accouu-
upyeMsle ¢ ¢aiyioM 3ByK u/mmu mpudT, nHPpacTpyKTypa Knaccudukanym ¢ainos
[7] m T. 5. ANbTepHATUBHBIE IOTOKM JOOABIAIOTCA Opay3epoM K ¢aiiiaM, CKauaHHBIM
u3 cetu VMntepHer. OH uMeer HazBaHue Zoneldentifier u comep>xuT mpusHak cexuum
C ommcaHNueM 30HBI Iepefauy AaHHbIX (ZoneTransfer) m upeHTH(UKATOP 30HBI
(Zoneld), o603HavaONUNIT B YUCTIOBOM BUJie OffHY U3 ILITM 30H 06€30IIaCHOCTH, B 3a-
BUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, OTKyfa aiin 6su1 nomydeH. Tak, undpa 0 0603HavaeT JT0KaIb-
HBIII KOMIBIOTEP, 1 — MECTHYI0 ceTb, 2 — HafleXXHbII caiT, 3 — VIHTepHer, a
4 — omacHble cailTl [2]. OTn 0603HaUYeHMs UCTIONIb3YeT, HanpuMep Microsoft Office,
BBIfIaBas PV OTKPBITUY (ali/la COOTBETCTBYIOILIIE IIpefyNpexaeHnsa. Takxke B 9TOM
aIbTePHATHMBHOM IIOTOKE MOXKET COflep>KaThCsl afjpec caiiTa, C KOTOPOTo ObUI CKavyaH
¢aitn. Takas nHpOpMaLMA MOXKET COLEP>KAThCs, HAIPUMep, B aTbTEPHATUBHBIX I10-
TOKax (ailyioB, CKa4aHHBIX U3 colmanbHOI ceTn «BKoHTakTe».

Hekoropble MHOroyHKIMOHaIbHBIE YCTpOiiCTBa, Hampumep ¢upmbr Hewlett
Packard, cospaioT amprepHaTHBHbIE IIOTOKM B (aillax OTCKaHMPOBAHHBIX JOKYMEH-
TOB, B KOTOpPbIe IIOMEIIAI0TCA CBEIeHNMs O MOJe/N YCTPOJICTBA, Ha KOTOPOM IIPOBO-
IWIOCh cKaHupoBaHue. Kak yxe yrmoMuHanoch Bblllle, CBEIeHNs B aTbTePHATUBHBIX
IIOTOKAX MOTYT OBITh JIETKO I3MEHEHBI WV TIOJTHOCTBIO YAaTIeHbl, B CBSI3U C 4eM IIpU
OLIeHKe JJOCTOBEPHOCTY CBeJeHUT, TOJIyYeHHbIX U3 aJIbTepPHATUBHBIX [IOTOKOB, CIle-
JiyeT COOTHOCUTD VX CO CBETeHMAMY U3 [PYTUX CTOYHUKOB.

ITpocMOTpeB copieprkalyiecs B aIbTEPHATUBHOM IIOTOKe (paiiia CBeieHNs, MOXK-
HO CHeNaTh IPeAnoioKeHre o ero mpoucxoxaeHnn. OfHaKo JaHHas MHPOpMALVs
He MOYKeT CUUTAThCA B IIOJIHOI Mepe OCTOBEPHOI, IIOCKO/IBKY COZIeP>KIMOe a/IbTep-
HATMBHOTO IIOTOKA MOXXET OBITh M3MEHEHO BPYYHYIO WJIVU XK€ OH MOXXET OBbITh ITOJTHO-
CTBIO yHaJIeH.
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Takxe anbTepHaTMBHBIE IIOTOKM MOTYT OBITH VICIO/Ib30BAaHBI aHTUBUPYCHBIMU
IIporpaMMaMi, HampuMep aHTUBMpycoM Kacmepckoro, fjsi XpaHeHMs TaM paccuu-
TaHHOI KOHTPOJIbHOJ CYMMBI, IIO/Ty4€HHOIA 110 MTOTaM IIPOBEPKM CUCTEMBI [5].

AnbTepHaTVBHbIE TIOTOKY MOTYT OBITH IIMPOKO MCIIO/Ib30BAHbI /11 HAMEPEHHO-
TO COKpBITMSA MHQPOpMAINY, IOCKOIbKY IOMEIIeHHble B albTePHATMBHBIN IIOTOK
JaHHbIE CTAHOBUTCS (PAKTUUECKU HEBUVIMBIMU /IS PAZOBOTO MOJIb3oBaTe/s. Takum
06pa3oM MOTYT OBbITh CIIPATaHbI 3HAYNTENbHbIE 00BEMbI 3alIPEIIeHHOI 3aKOHOM IH-
dbopmann (Bupmeo- n ayauodaiinbl, coiep>Kalue IPU3BIBBI K OCYIECTBICHNIO 9KC-
TPEeMUCTCKOI W/VIM TeppOPUCTUYECKON JIeATeIbHOCTH, [eTCKas IOpHOrpadus
¥l IPOY.), @ TaK)Ke CBEfIeHNs, HAPAMYIO CBA3aHHbIE C OCYIIECTB/ICHNEM IIPOTMBO3a-
KOHHOII JeATeNbHOCTM (HempaBOMEPHO IONTy4eHHas KOMIIbIoTepHas MHpopMaiys,
MEeCTOIIOIOKEHMSI HAPKOTUYECKUX CPEJICTB, 3arOTOBKY I IOC/IeAyoleil (ambcu-
¢buKanvy eHeXHbIX OMIeToB 1 poy.) [3].

OTpenbHO HEOOXOAVMMO YIOMAHYTDb IIPO MICIIOb30BaHNeE aTbTePHATUBHBIX I10-
TOKOB BP€JJOHOCHBIM IIPOTPaMMHBIM obecriedeHneM. OfHUM U3 Hanbosee pacIpo-
CTPaHEHHBIX CIIOCOOOB ABJAETCA NMOMelleHNe (alIoB BPeJOHOCHON IPOrpaMMBI
B aJIbTE€PHATMBHbIE IIOTOKM NAHHBIX CYIIECTBYIOIIMX Ha aTaKyeMOM KOMIIbIOTepe
¢aityioB WM Katamoros. [IpyruM BapuMaHTOM CIIYXXUT 3apaKeHMe KOMIIbIoTepa IIy-
TeM Ilepefjauy Ha Hero (paiia, cofepsKallero aTbTepHATUBHBIN IOTOK C BPeLOHOC-
HOJI IPOTPaMMOI.

BpemoHocHasa mporpaMMa MO>KET IpY IEPBOM 3aITyCKe MPUCOENANHATHCA B Kade-
CTBe a/IbTEPHATUBHOrO IOTOKa K cucTeMHoit manke Windows u mpopmorkaer feit-
CTBOBAThb y)e oTTyfa. Tak, Befer ce6s1 VirTool:Win32/Rustock.A n HekoTopkIe fipy-
Ve BpeJOHOCHbIE IPOrPaMMBI 3TOTO ceMelicTBa [8].

Hexkoropsle Bpef0OHOCHBIE TPOTPAaMMBbl PaCIIPOCTPaHAIOTCS ITyTeM KONMPOBaHNA
ce0s1 B OCHOBHOII ITOTOK (paii/IOB ¢ IpeBapUTEIbHBIM IIepeMelleH)eM eTo MepBOHa-
Ya7IbHOTO COZIEPKMMOTO B a/lbTePHATUBHBIN MOTOK. TO ecTh B HEKOTOPBIX CIydasx
caM (aKT Ha/IM4Msl TbTEPHATUBHOTO IIOTOKA MOXKET CBUJETENbCTBOBATb O TOM, YTO
YCTPOJCTBO MO/IBEPTANIOCh BO3/IE/ICTBUIO BPEJOHOCHOI NMPOTPAMMBI.

Takum 06pa3oM, B aTbTepPHATUBHBIX IOTOKAX MOXKET COAeP>KaTbCs OOMbIIOe KO-
JINYeCTBO Pa3HOOOpasHOI MHGOPMALUY, KOTOPas MOXeT MMeTb KPUMMHAIUCTIYe-
CKYI0 3HaYMMOCTb. B cBA3M Cc 3TMM IIpy IPOBEJEHNM KOMIBIOTEPHO-TEXHUYECKUX
3KCIIePTN3 C/IefyeT oOpaljaTh BHIMaHMe Ha aJbTepHAaTHBHbIE OTOKM JAHHBIX U II0-
TEHIIVA/IbHO COJiep>Kalliiiecss B HUX CBeJeHMsI, HeOOXOAVIMBbIe JIs PaCKpBITHS pacciie-
TOBaHNA U NIPeIOTBPAlleHA MPECTYITIEHNIA.

Buputcsa HeoOXOAMMBIM NIPOBOAMUTD IOVCK a/IbTEPHATUBHBIX IIOTOKOB Ha BCeX
HOCTYNVBUIMX Ha MCCIIEOBaHNe 3JIEKTPOHHBIX HOCUTENAX MHPOpMALuy, B IEPBYIO
odepenpb B IIe/IAX OOHAPY>KEHNUA TeX IMOTOKOB, KOTOPbIe OBbIIM CO3JaHBI MOIb30BaTe-
neM. BMmecTe ¢ TeM 4TeHue COIEepP>KMMOro KaXK[0ro aTbTepHATYBHOTO ITOTOKA Y OljeH-
Ka BaXKHOCTM €0 COJEP>KMMOI0 B paMKaX KOHKPETHOIO 3KCIIEPTHOTO MICCIENOBAHNA
OyAyT CAMINKOM JIMTENTbHBIM U TPYBOEMKVUM IpOLecCOM. [l ONTMMU3aLuy 9TOTo
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Ipolecca 9KCIEePT MOXeT MCIIONb30BaThb CIHElMaIu3MpPOBaHHbIE IPOrPaMMBbl,
HallpaB/IeHHbIe Ha IIOMCK M M3B/IeYeH)e [AaHHBIX M3 aIbT€PHATMBHBIX IIOTOKOB,
HanpuMep AlternateStreamView [9] mnu NTES Stream Explorer [10]. YkasanHsle
IPOrpaMMBbl OTBEYAIOT SKCIEPTHBIM 3aflaM U IIO3BOJIAIOT BBIJIEIUTD albTepPHATVBHbBIE
MOTOKM, HMOTEHIMAIbHO COfiep)Kallye KPUMUHATUCTUYECKN 3HAYMMy MHpOpMa-
I[VII0, ¥ OIIEPATUBHO M3YUNUTb MX COofiepKuMoe. [/ yKa3aHHbIX Ile/lell TaK e OT/INd-
HO IOAXOAAT SKCIIEPTHOEe IpPOrpaMMHOe obecledyeHMre TaKoe, KaK HaIpuMmep
EnCase Forensic Edition nm Autopsy.

Bmecre ¢ TeM HEOOXOMMO OTMETUTD, YTO 3HAYMMOCTh MH(OpMALINY, COflepKa-
Ieiics B aIbTePHATVBHBIX OTOKAX MHMOPMALVIN IS PaCKPBITUA, PacCIeJOBaHNA 1
IpeoTBpalleHNs MPeCcTYIUIEHNI BO MHOTOM Oy/ieT 3aBUCeTb OT CyLIecTBa jiena 1
CTOAIYX Iepef; 9KCIepTOM BonpocoB. HanbonbIyio monb3y cofiep>kuMoe arbTepHa-
TYBHBIX IOTOKOB MO>KET IIPMHECTH B CTy4asX, KOTZla OHY OBUIN VICIIO/b30BAHBI 3710-
YMBIIIJIEHHVKOM /Il COKPBITHA MHpOpManyi. Bo Bcex OCTalbHBIX CTydasx copep-
XKIIMO€ a/IbTePHATUBHBIX IIOTOKOB CIY>KNUT CKOpee KOCBEHHBIM yKa3aHNeM Ha HeKO-
TOpbIe HeVICTBMA IPOrPaMM ¥/ TO/Ib30BaTeNell ¥ OyAeT MMeTb BBICOKYIO KPYMIU-
HA/IMCTUYECKYIO0 3HAYMMOCTD JIMIIb B COBOKYITHOCTY C MHBIMM LM(POBBIMMI CIIEAMIL.
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Abstract

The article considers the concept and essence of the
alternative data flows. Specific indicators are high-
lighted making it possible to transform the alternative
streams into a convenient tool for intruders. It was
established that alternative data streams could be used
to hide data both by the user himself and also to store
information unauthorized by the user. Specific exam-
ples of forensically significant information that could
be contained in the alternative data streams were
analyzed. A conclusion was made that alternative
streams could be of great importance for detection,
investigation and prevention of crimes; therefore,
special attention in the course of computer forensics
should be paid to them.
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